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Foster ing f luency and comprehension

Reading Together™ incorporates best practices in literacy
to foster fluency and comprehension. Tutors and tutees
learn strategies for intentional thinking and active
engagement in problem solving, enhancing their 
understanding of the text.

All language arts – listening, speaking, reading and
writing – are practiced in each lesson. Students are
exposed to a wide range of texts, including informational
and procedural, that support content in language arts,
social studies and science. Both content and strategies
align with national performance standards in reading.

Grade Two 
strategies:
Predicting
Retelling
Rereading
Checking predictions
Think alouds
Reading-writing 

connections
Vocabulary

Grade Three and 
Middle School add:
Setting a purpose
Activating prior knowledge
Questioning
Text-to-self connections
Text-to-world connections
Text-to-text connections
Visualization

Predicting
Predicting draws readers into the story and activates
their background knowledge. Our lessons begin
with the tutee predicting content from pictures
and titles. After reading, tutors and tutees review
and discuss predictions.

Rereading
When a tutee has read fluently, rereading gives him
or her the opportunity to read again with more
expression. For a tutee still stumbling over words,
rereading offers another chance to achieve fluency.
The second reading gives both a better understanding
of the text.

Retelling
A reader who can retell a story in his or her own
words is on the way to real comprehension. In our
early lessons, tutors model the retelling. Later, they
use prompts to encourage a complete retelling
from tutees.

“...the program infrastructure reflects an understanding and recognition of 
current thinking on best practices in literacy instruction and in training teachers." 

Jerome Niles – Virginia Tech

Grade Two Strategies
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"These materials are grounded in sound reading research, and links to correct
practices and National Standards in Reading are clearly evident."

”Dr. Earl H. Cheek, Jr., Louisiana State University and A & M College 

Strategies progress for Grade Three and Middle School

Reading-Writing Connections 
Most lessons end with a writing or graphic organizer activity that encourages
deeper thought about the text. Lessons are grouped by themes; students
are challenged to synthesize three readings as they write end-of-theme
summaries.

Activating Prior Knowledge
Intentional thinking helps lead students toward comprehension.
Questions and activities are built into each lesson, so tutors and tutees
must draw upon and make connections to their background knowledge,
prior experiences, texts and the world.

Making Text Connections 
More mature readers are ready to make connections to themselves, other
texts and the world around them. Our lessons actively encourage all types
of connections to help students understand their reading in context.

Setting a Purpose
Fluent readers set a purpose before they begin to read.  This helps them
decide what is important in the text and what they should remember. Our
tutors use this strategy, helping tutees determine their purpose and the
authors’ objectives before they begin.


